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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE AMERICAN STATISTICAL AS- 
SOCIATION, NEW YORK, DECEMBER 27-30, 1909. 



The seventy-first annual meeting of the American Statisti- 
cal Association was held in New York City, December 27-30, 
1909, in connection with the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Cele- 
bration of the American Historical Association and the Ameri- 
can Economic Association. There were altogether ten asso- 
ciations taking part in these meetings for which a general 
program and plan of entertainment was prepared by a Joint 
Anniversary Committee consisting of William M. Sloan e, 
Clarence W. Bowen, Edwin R. A. Seligman, and Samuel 
McCune Lindsay. Appended hereto are the portions of this 
joint program which most directly concerned the members 
of the American Statistical Association. Many of the mem- 
bers of this Association, however, attended the meetings of 
other organizations and enjoyed the numerous social enter- 
tainments which were generously provided by Columbia Uni- 
versity and the citizens of New York. 

The meetings of the Association were all well attended, 
and marked interest was shown in the interesting and time- 
ly papers presented by the different speakers. 

Program. 

MONDAY, December 27. 
1 p. m. Luncheon as the guests of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 

Company. 
2.30 p. m. Assembly Hall, Metropolitan Building. 
Joint meeting of the American Sociological Society, American 
Statistical Association, and American Social Science Associa- 
tion. 
Presidential addresses: 

(1) President William G. Sumner, American Sociological 
Society. 

(2) Vice-President Walter F. Willcox, American Statistical 
Association. 

(3) President John H. Finley, American Social Science Asso- 
ciation. 
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WEDNESDAY, December 29. 
10 a. m. Columbia University. 
Joint meeting of American Statistical Association and American 
Sociological Society. 

(1) The Next Census. Hon. E. Dana Durand. 

(2) Standardization of Units and Cost of Keeping, as funda- 
mental for economic investigation and public administra- 
tion under democratic conditions. Fritz Reicmnan. 

(3) The Social Marking System. Franklin H. Giddings, Co- 
lumbia University. 

THURSDAY, December 30. 
12.30 p. m. Meeting at the rooms of the Merchants' Association, 
66 Lafayette Street, for luncheon as the guests of the Mer- 
chants' Association of New York. Following the luncheon, a 
paper by Herman A. Metz, Comptroller of the City of New 
York, on the Statistical Basis of Budget Making. General 
discussion. 
.4.30 p. m. Business meeting at Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. 

Minutes. 

The meeting was called to order at 4.45 p. m. by Vice- 
President Walter F. Willcox. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The reports of officers were then called for. 

Report op Secretary. 
Mr. President and Members of the Association: 

I have the following to report in regard to the present 
condition of the Association and the work accomplished dur- 
ing the past year: 

Membership, Dec. 26th, 1908, date of last an- 
nual meeting 365 

New members added 164 

Deaths during the year 7 

Resignations 10 

Total deductions 17 

Present membership 512 

Net gain 147 

Beside members we have : 
Honorary members 6 
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Subscribers (mostly libraries) 154 

Domestic Exchanges 38 

Foreign Exchanges 114 



Total mailing list 824 

The net increase of 147 members and 23 subscribers is 
most gratifying as an indication of an increasing interest in 
the work of the Association. An item of curious interest 
is the fact that we have 5 subscribers in Tokio as compared 
with 4 in New York City. I should note in this connection 
that we have found it desirable if not absolutely necessary to 
reduce our exchange list. This has been done without sacrific- 
ing any publications that were desired by our Librarian. "We 
have cut off 57 Domestic Exchanges, 47 Foreign Exchanges, 
making a total reduction of 104. 

The following members have died during the year: Dr. 
Auguste Bosco, honorary member; John Stewart Kennedy, 
Henry C. Lea, life member; Col. A. A. Pope, life member; 
William Sellers, life member; Max "West, life member, and 
Carroll D. Wright. 

Some interesting points are disclosed by an analysis of the 
membership list. The 164 new members added during the past 
year represent twenty-five states and five foreign countries. 
The total membership represents thirty-three states and 
seven foreign countries. In this connection the following 
tabular statement may be of interest as showing the distribu- 
tion of our membership among the states and cities containing 
the largest numbers. 

STATES. CITIES. 



Massachusetts 


124 


New York 


85 


New York 


111 


Boston 


68 


District of Columbia 


65 


Washington 


65 


Pennsylvania 


30 


Philadelphia 


19 


Illinois 


20 


Chicago 


11 


Connecticut 


19 


Newark 


10 


New Jersey 


18 


Hartford 


8 


Wisconsin 


14 


Madison 


8 


Maryland 


11 


Baltimore 


8 
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Four numbers of the Quarterly Publications have been 
issued during the year. It has been impossible in most cases 
to get these numbers out promptly on time, but the delay 
has not been long, usually, and I think the Publication Com- 
mittee should be congratulated on the excellent work they 
have accomplished. It has been several years since the 
dearth of good articles has rendered it necessary to resort to 
double numbers. 

Besides the annual meeting held at Atlantic City, Decem- 
ber 28-30, 1908, three quarterly meetings have been held as 
follows: (1) A Memorial Meeting to President Carroll D. 
Wright, Boston, May 14, Vice-President Henry "W. Farnam 
presided. Hon. S. N. D. North delivered an address on 
the Life and "Work of President Wright (Published in the 
June Number). (2) Quarterly Meeting and Dinner at the 
Ebbitt House, Washington, D. C, September 24th. H. T. 
Newcomb presided. Addresses were delivered by Hon. E. 
Dana Durand and Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur. (3) Joint Meet- 
ing and Dinner with the Association of American Government 
Accountants and the American Public Health Association 
at the Ebbitt House, Washington, D. C, October 25th. Le 
Grand Powers presided. The principal speakers were Dr. 
Harvey N. Wiley and Dr. John S. Fulton. 

The meetings in Washington were well attended and proved 
to be of much interest to our members. It seems desirable 
to hold at least one quarterly meeting in Washington each 
year, especially during the census period when so many of 
our members are located there. 

In closing I wish to thank the members of the Association 
for their hearty support and cooperation which have ren- 
dered the splendid increase in our membership possible. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Carroll W. Doten, 
Secretary. 

On motion it was voted to accept this report and to make it 
a part of the proceedings to be published in the March Num- 
ber of the Quarterly Publications of the Association. 
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Treasurer's Report. 

receipts. 

Membership Dues $845.35 

Sales and Subscriptions 854.35 

Dividends and Interest 174.64 

Sale of 5 shares B. & A. R. R. Co. 

stock 1,189.37 

Sale of 1 share Cocheco Mfg. Co. 

stock 375.00 

Balance on hand, Dec. 18, 1908 . . . 87.40 $3,526.11 

EXPENDITURES. 

Printing $2,523.20 

Postage 75.36 

Salaries and Clerical Service 296.85 

Expense 50.08 

$2,945.49 
Balance on hand 580.62 $3,526.11 

ASSETS. 

17 shares B. & A. R. R. Stock @ 230 $3,910.00 

The receipts from membership dues were $260 greater 
than for the previous year, but the sales and subscriptions 
show a falling off of $53. The expense of printing showed 
an increase of $1,130, but salaries were less in amount than 
for the previous year. 

S. B. Pearmain, 

Treasurer. 

On motion the treasurer's report was accepted and placed 
on file. 

The nominating committee, consisting of Frederick L. 
Hoffman, Frank H. Dixon, and Edward B. Phelps reported 
the following list of officers for the ensuing year: President, 
S. N. D. North ; vice-presidents, Walter F. Willcox, Frederick 
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L. Hoffman, Henry "W. Farnam, Martin A. Knapp, E. Dana 
Durand; treasurer, S. B. Pearmain; secretary, Carroll W. 
Doten; librarian, Horace G. Wadlin; counsellors, Cressy L. 
Wilbur, William H. Allen, William B. Bailey ; editorial board, 
John Koren, Thomas S. Adams, Frederick S. Crum, Joseph 
A. Hill, Allyn A. Young; committee on finance, E. R. L. 
Gould, John M. Glenn, S. B. Pearmain ; committee on library, 
Charles F. Gettemy, Charles J. Bullock, F. Spencer Baldwin. 

It was moved and seconded that the secretary be instructed 
to cast one ballot for the entire list of nominees. This motion 
was unanimously adopted and the officers were declared 
elected. 

The following resolution was then adopted : Resolved, That 
it is the sense of this meeting that the office of president of 
this Association should not be held by one person for more 
than two consecutive years, but that a president shall be eli- 
gible for re-election after an intervening period of two years. 

The Committee on Revision of the Constitution, consisting 
of Frederick L. Hoffman, Davis R. Dewey, and Walter F. 
Willcox, reported progress. It was voted to continue the 
same committee, and they were instructed to report at the 
next quarterly meeting of the Association. 

On motion it was voted to accept the invitation of the 
National Civic Federation to send delegates to its Conference 
in Washington, D. C, January 17-20, 1910, on Uniform State 
Legislation, and the following delegates were chosen : Walter 
F. Willcox, William F. Willoughby, Frederick L. Hoffman, 
John Koren, and Edward B. Phelps. 

On motion the following members were appointed to a 
joint committee of this Association and the American Public 
Health Association, to cooperate with Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur, 
Chief Statistician of the Division of Vital Statistics, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, in the preparation of Uniform Stand- 
ard Tables relating to births, deaths, etc. : Walter F. Willcox, 
C.-E. A. Winslow, T. S. Adams, Frederick S. Crum, and 
Allyn A. Young. 

John Koren was elected as a delegate to the Interna- 
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tional Congress of Hygiene and Demography to be held in 
Washington some time next year. 

The following committee was appointed to have full charge 
of the preparations for the next annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation: William F. Willoughby, Frederick L. Hoffman, and 
the secretary. 

On motion it was voted to instruct the Editorial Board to 
consider the matter of changes in form, name, contents, etc., 
of the Quarterly Publications with power to make changes 
deemed desirable, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Directors. 

The following committee was appointed to audit the ac- 
counts of the treasurer: Charles F. Gettemy and Edward M. 
Hartwell. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6.45 p. m. 

Cabeoll W. Doten, 
Secretary. 



